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Lord Provost, Mr. Moscheles, Mrs. Mead, Mr. J. F. Green, 
B. F. Trueblood and others, — and then the banqueters 
separated, and the tenth Universal Peace Congress had 
passed into history. 

■ m » 

Appeal of the South African Republics 
to the Hague Court. 

The following is the appeal of the plenipotentiaries of 
the South African Republic and the Orange Free State 
to the Administrative Council of the Permanent Arbitra- 
tion Court at The Hague. It was handed to the Council 
on the 10th of September : 

" The undersigned plenipotentiaries of the South Afri- 
can Republic and plenipotentiaries of the Orange Free 
State, acting on behalf of both these states, have the 
honor to bring the following to your notice : 

" Under date of the 9th of April last, the then chair- 
man of your Council communicated to the representa- 
tives of both states that the permanent Court of Arbitra- 
tion had been constituted. 

" Attention was thereby specially called to the proviso 
in the Hague convention of July 29, 1899, for the peace- 
ful settlement of international differences, whereby the 
jurisdiction of the permanent court could be extended 
to differences between powers which had not become 
signatories, as also between powers which had become 
and those which had not become signatories. 

" Immediately on the receipt of this communication, 
notification was made, on behalf of the governments of 
both states represented by the undersigned, to his Excel- 
lency, the then president of your Council, that these 
governments would be pleased if the war being waged 
in South Africa could be terminated by the arbitrament 
of this court. 

" Now that this war has gone on for nearly two years 
without any prospects of an end thereto, except in the 
way only recently acknowledged as being the most effi- 
cacious and at the same time the most equitable means 
of deciding international differences, to wit, submission 
to arbitration, the desirability, mutually, for such a peace- 
ful termination cannot but become more and more 
acknowledged. 

"The states represented by the undersigned, there- 
fore, consider that they should repeat the proposal already 
made by them before, but rejected by England, to sub- 
mit to arbitration the settlement of the differences which 
gave rise to the war. 

" In this they particularly have in view the question 
whether England is right in alleging that any action was 
taken by the republics which had for its object the sup- 
pression of the English element in or its expulsion from 
South Africa, and generally whether the republics have 
made themselves guilty of an act which, according to in- 
ternationally recognized principles, would give England 
the right to deprive them of their independence. 

" They repeat the proposal formerly made with all the 
more confidence now that the permanent court of arbi- 
tration has been called into existence on the proposition 
of England herself, and that the chairman of your Coun- 
cil has deemed fit to call their attention to the hereinbe- 
fore-alluded-to Article 26 of the Hague convention. 

" The undersigned, moreover, allege that England at 
the outbreak of the war commenced, and has ever since 



continued, to act in contravention of the rules of war 
between civilized powers as generally, and also by Eng- 
land herself, acknowledged, and as solemnly confirmed 
by the Hague convention of July 29, 1899, concerning 
the laws and usages of war by land, and more particularly 
in contravention of the following articles of the said rules, 
to wit : 

"Articles 4, 5, 7, 14, 15, 16, 23 (and thereof the sub- 
sections C, D, E, F, G), 25, 28, 32, 44, 45, 46, 47, 50, 52, 
53 and 55, whilst England has moreover, quite recently, 
by proclamation issued by Field Marshal Lord Kitchener, 
at Pretoria, and dated the 7th day of August, 1901, vir- 
tually notified that she intends shortly to take action in 
contravention of Article 20 also. 

" The governments of the states represented by the 
undersigned are fully prepared, as soon as an opportun- 
ity thereto shall be afforded them, to substantiate the 
allegations herein made by setting forth and proving the 
particular facts to which they refer. 

" Since England sees fit to deny the continual violation 
of the laws of warfare, the states represented by the 
undersigned consider that they may also, in regard to 
this difference, seek a decision of the permanent court of 
arbitration. 

" The undersigned and their governments are aware 
that in order to obtain such a decision the consent of 
England is required. 

"They therefore take the liberty of soliciting your 
Council to apply for such consent or to endeavor to ob- 
tain the same by your mediation or that of the govern- 
ments represented by you. 

"They feel themselves all the more encouraged to 
make this request since it quite accords with the grand 
principle on which Article 27 of the said convention is 
based. 

" Should the English government give an unfavorable 
reply, it will thereby be manifest that they dare not sub- 
mit themselves to the judgment of a conscientious, learned 
and impartial tribunal. 

" They will then, moreover, continue to bear the re- 
sponsibility for the prolongation of a war as terrible as it 
is unnecessary, and they will tacitly have acknowledged 
that the manner in which they have carried on the war 
is in conflict with the demands of humanity and civiliza- 
tion as confirmed by themselves. 

" In the hope that it may please you to give effect to 
their request, and therefore to accord your mediation or 
assistance in a matter of such urgency, they tender you 
the assurance of their sincere esteem. 

" [Signed] W. J. Leyds, 

A. D. W. WOLMAEANS, 

" Plenipotentiaries of the South African Republic. 

A. Fisher, 
C. H. Wessels, 

" Plenipotentiaries of the Orange Free State." 

■ m » 

Letters of the Chinese and German 

Emperors in Regard to the Murder 

of Baron von Ketteler. 

On the visit of Prince Chun, the brother of the Chinese 
Emperor, to Emperor William, to apologize for the mur- 
der of the German ambassador in Peking, the following 
letters were exchanged : 
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LETTER OF THE EMPEEOE OP CHINA. 

" The great Emperor of the Chinese Empire, to his 
Majesty, the great German Emperor, geeeting : 

"Ever since the empires have been mutually repre- 
sented by permanent legations we have stood in uninter- 
rupted friendly relationship towards one another. These 
relations became still closer when Prince Henry of Prus- 
sia came to Peking, for on that occasion we had the privi- 
lege of receiving the prince frequently, and of being able 
to hold intercourse with him in an intimate manner. 

"Unfortunately, in the fifth month of last year the 
Boxers rebelliously penetrated into Peking, and the sol- 
diers joined them. The result was the murder of your 
Majesty's Minister, Baron von Ketteler, a man who, so 
long as he held his post in Peking, paid careful attention 
to the interests of our countries, and to whom we were 
bound to pay our special acknowledgments. We regret 
most deeply that Baron von Ketteler met so terrible an 
end among us. 

« The fact that we were not in a position to take due 
protective measures was painful to our feeling of respon- 
sibility. It was our feeling of responsibility which 
prompted us to erect a monument on the spot as a sign 
that the crime should not remain unexpiated. 

"Further, we have sent to Germany with this our 
letter the Imperial Prince Chun-Tsai-Fong, at the head 
of a special mission. Prince Chun, who is our own 
brother, will assure your Majesty how deeply events of 
the past year have grieved us, and how deeply the feeling 
of penitence and shame animates us. 

" Your Majesty sent your troops from far distant to 
put down the Boxer rebellion and restore peace. For 
the welfare of our nation we have, therefore, commanded 
Prince Chun to express personally to your Majesty our 
thanks for your efforts in promoting peace. We cherish 
the hope that your Majesty's indignation has given place 
to the old feelings of friendship. 

" That the relations between our empires may be of an 
even more extensive, intimate and beneficial character 
than hitherto is our firm assurance." 

peince chun's speech on delivering the letter. 

" By order of the Emperor, my most gracious Lord 
and Master, I have the honor to deliver his Majesty's 
letter into your Majesty's Imperial hands. After the 
rebellious movement in China in the past year, the Im- 
perial Court felt spontaneously, no less than on the de- 
mand of the powers, the obligation of expressing, by a 
special mission, sincere regret at these events, and es- 
pecially in the case of which your Majesty's excellent 
Minister, Baron von Ketteler, fell a victim. 

" In order to place the sincerity of this regret beyond 
all doubt, his Majesty, the Emperor, designated a very 
near blood relation for the mission. 

" I am in a position to assure your Majesty that the 
Emperor, my most gracious Master, stood aloof from 
those complications which brought great misfortune upon 
China, and loss and care upon Germany, in the fullest 
sense of the words. 

"Nevertheless, in accordance with customs existing 
for thousands of years, the Emperor of China has taken 
blame for it upon his own sacred person. I have there- 
fore the task of expressing to your Majesty the most 



cordial feelings of the Emperor, my illustrious Master, 
towards your Majesty. 

"In handing to you this letter I am also charged to be 
the interpreter of this feeling of the great Emperor of 
China towards her Majesty, the Empress, and the whole 
of the Imperial family; and to express the wish that 
your Majesty's house may flourish, and enjoy the bless- 
ings of health and happiness in fullest measure. 

" His Majesty, the Emperor of China, hopes that the 
events of the past year were only passing shadows, and 
that after the clouds have dispersed the brightness of the 
peace between the two nations of Germany and China 
may teach them mutually to understand one another 
better. This is also my most sincere wish." 
emperoe William's eeply. 

"Not a joyous or festive occasion, nor the fulfilment 
of a simple act of courtesy, has brought your Imperial 
Highness to me ; but a deeply melancholy and very seri- 
ous event; My Minister at the Court of the Emperor of 
China, Baron von Ketteler, has been slain in the capital 
of China, by the murderous weapon of an imperial Chin- 
ese soldier, lifted against him by superior command, an 
unheard-of crime, which is branded by international law 
and usage of all nations alike. 

"From the mouth of your Imperial Highness I have 
just received the expression of the deep regret of the 
Emperor of China concerning this event. I readily be- 
lieve that your Imperial Highness's Imperial brother 
personally stood aloof from the crime, and subsequent 
acts of violence against the inviolable legations and 
peaceful foreigners. 

" All the greater is the guilt which falls upon his ad- 
visers and his government. These must not delude 
themselves into believing that by an expiatory mission 
alone they will have made atonement and obtained 
pardon for their guilt. This can only be done by the 
future attitude, in conformity with the prescriptions of 
international law and the usages of civilized nations. 

" If the Emperor of China conducts the government 
of his great Empire henceforth strictly in the spirit of 
these prescriptions, then will his hope be fulfilled ; and 
the sad results of the complications of the past year 
will be overcome, and between Germany and China, as 
formerly, lasting, peaceful and friendly relations will 
again prevail, and conduce to the benefit of the two 
nations and the whole of human civilization. 

" In the sincere and earnest wish that this may be so, 
I bid your Imperial Highness welcome." 



Members of the Permanent Interna- 
tional Court of Arbitration. 

Austria-Hungary. — His Excellency Count Frederic 
Schonborn, Doctor of Laws, President of the Imperial 
Court of Justice, former Minister of Justice, Member of 
the House of Lords of the Austrian Parliament, etc. ; 
His Excellency M. D. De Szilagyi, former Minister of 
Justice, Member of the Chamber of Deputies of the 
Hungarian Parliament, etc.; Count Albert Apponyi, 
Member of the Chamber of Magnates and of the Cham- 
ber of Deputies of the Hungarian Parliament, etc. ; 
M. Henri Lammasch, Doctor of Laws, Member of the 
House of Lords of the Austrian Parliament, etc. 



